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| Who, bent any other Means than the Wipe and the L 
Teaching of GOD's HOLY SPIRIT, attained to à very 

© uncommen and evangelical Knowledge of the TRUE 98 
Op, and JESUS CHRIST. whom he hath ſent. * 


Now tranſlated from the French, and enlarget — 
with Notes. #75 | 
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W HAT ſcems but ſmall in others eyes, 
Thou, gracious Lord, doſt not deſpiſe. 
Thy birth to Shepherds was reveal'd 
When from the rich and great sonceal'q, 
Thou lov'ſt to ſhow to babes thy face, 
And make their cups o'crflow with grace. 
Such little ones thy goodneſs prove, 
And ſoar on wings of faith and love; 
Whilſt wiſe and mighty, chain'd in pride, 
Thy wiſdom and thy croſs deride, 
I pray thee, Lord, this Shepherd take, 
And bleſs him for thy own name's ſake, 
Permit him, Lord, in Engliſh dreſs, 
To preach the glories of thy grace ; 
That rich and poor, that high and low; 
And young-and old te thee may bow, 


That all may join to praiſe thy name, Kg 


And ſing thy worthy, endleſs fame. 


Dear Lord, but grant me this requeſt, 


To thy ſweet care I leave the reſt ; 
And, at thy wounded, pierced feet, 


With Mary, I will take my ſeat. 


CoRNELIVSs Cavity. 


April, 1763 We 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


— 


On 


7 1 E following extraordinary aceount Cons" 
rain: the ſubſtauce of ſeveral converſations which 
paſſed in France, between a minifler and a young 
ſhepherd, both of that country. They happened ta 
meet together in a journey, which they continued to- 
gether for ſome days, The ſbepherd's converſation 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon the miniſter, that he 
ſent a letter to a friend, giving him a particular 
relation of the ſame, It was afterwards made pul- 

lic, and paſſed through the fourth edition abroad, in* 
the year 1648. | 
In the French preface, the author laments, that” 

Bis account of theſe converſations falls very ſhort of 
the ſimplicity, beauty, and energy of the language in 

which the - ſhepherd ſpake, This may account to the 

reader, for ſeveral phraſes that ſeem above a country 

hepherd's capacity; for when one perſon relates 

ꝛohat another has ſaid to him, it is natural to do it” 

in ſuch'a flyle as is moſt familiar to himfelf, awhtth» 
. , A 2 | - 87 
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er learned or unlearned. However,” the reader may 
' perceive enough in the following account to make him N 
admire and adore the goodneſs and power of God, 
| fo remarkably diſplayed in | this young ſhepherd ; 
whoſe diſcourſes, in many places, the reader may alſo 
| perceive to be fo native and artleſs, at I think muſt 
eauſe him to admire his unaderned ſimplicity of ex«® © 
preſſion, beyond the mgſt exat and fludied diſcourſes. | 
F human wiſdom. + 
1 would moreover warn every reader that the fol- 
lowing account is calculated more for the chriſtian 
than the ſcholar. I doubt not but every reader, whe | 
hes a. ſpark of the love of Chrift' in- bim, will have 
his heart warmed by this affecting narrative. As 
far the nice critic, who overlooks the matter to pry- 
into the nicety and exactneſi of words and exprefſions,. 
it is very. likely he may be diſſatisfied with the poor 
ſhepherd... But I weuld aſk every perſan of this 
Stamp, whether he would refuſe a diamond of great 
value, becauſe it was brought to him in a plain deal 
box?! 1 fancy not. Therefore, let not Such miſbend 
their time in ſd fruitleſs an employ, as in criticiſing 
words, put in confidering well the ſubect matter of 
this narration ; ubich it highly worth the ſerious. 
attention of every reader " deſires Big own eternal 
wel are. * 
Again. 1 1 offer a word. to 3 fort of 
readers, wha are goſpel profeſſors ; and yet are diſ=- 

" poſed to overlook the riches r God's grace in many 
fouls, becauſe, perhaps, they may not always 'expreſs.. 
e ebenes in every word according to the nice 8 

| rules 
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ruleſ of orthodoxy. © I would inform ſuch readers, | 
that there are many happy ſouls, whe are rich in 
faith, and warm with divine love, who cannot ex- 
preſs themſelves but in à very broken, imperfect 
manner; awhilft, on the contrary, many there are, 
who can ſplit a hair, about exattneſs in expreſſian, 
bh have neither faith, nor love, but are full of 
pride and conceit. And the- reaſon it, becaufe, as as 
the apofile Saith, cc de kingdom. ef God is not in 
word, but in power.” Therefore Fbeſeech ſuch read- 
ers to remember, that God looks to the hearts of Bie 
children, and dees not deſpiſe them becauſe they can 
vuly liſp hit gruce in weak imperfef. expreſſions, 
As this, ig the caſe, let us learn . to be united to one 
another more by the unity of the Spirit, than by @ 
unity of words ; and where this unity of the Spirit + 
15 there ſhould be much forbearance, and long ſuffer=- 
ing, and gentleneſs, uſed with one another, about the- 
outward. garment. of expreſſion ; - which, in a great 
meaſure depends upon education and _—_— and Oy 
with whom we. chiefly converſe... _ 
With regard to what I have te ſay about my own 
| ſhave i in the following work, I ſhell in this n. 
le very brief 5 
My motive in putting the following account into 
2 Engliſh dreſs, was a ftrong perſuaſion that it 
 awould be for the glory of God, and for the benefit of 
the ſincere followers of Chrift, of every denominatigtts | 
And I doubt not but Jeſus Chriſt will make this yer | 
Ad a preacher- to "oy ſouls. | 
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At to the translation, 7 have only to ſay, that, 
according to the ability given me of Cod, I have done 
it as well as I could, One thing though, I muſt 
mention, that I have endeavoured to make the Hep- 
herd ſpeal as plain in Engliſh, as in his native tongue, 


cbogſing to avoid any dreſſing or adorning of his lan- 


guage, however homely in ſome places the phraſeology 


may appear ; and I think every judicious reader will 


approve of this ; for the glory of God ts greatly illuf= 
trated, when we hear the meſt ſublime ſecrets of re- 
lig ion Hammered from the mouths of. babes and ſucł- 
lings in their own artleſs, ſimple, unaffected language, 
by which they plainly prove that what they have re- 
ceived is not from man, but from God. And ble ed 
are they that are not offended with them. 

I have alfo taken the liberty to interſperſe many 
little notes and remarks throughout this narrative, 
Hoping they may be helpful to illuſtrate ſome paſſa Ys 
and make them more clear; and the reader wil 
that, in ſeveral particular remarks, I have Polen | 
my mind quite freely, without concerning myſelf who 
may, or may not, be pleaſed with me for jo doing, 
Only remember this, that what I have done of this 
kind proceeded from a defire of the glory of God 
and from a ſpirit of love to man, that heartily defires 
the welfare of the followers of Chri ift, of every ef, 


name, and denomination whatever, Furthermore, 


let the. reader obſerve, that none of my reitarks are 
_ deſigned to aim at any particular perſons ; ; but wwhere= 
foever the cap will fit,” there let it be talen and put 


on hr uch may be humbled and repent, _ 
| , 7 * And 
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And new, frimd reader, I will detain thee no lon« 
ger in the porch, but invite thee to ga into the houſe, 
to ſit down and feaft on what God has here provided 
for thee: If the entertainment is plain, yet thou | 
mayeſt find it very wholeſome and edifying 10 thy | 
* foul, which ought to be the end propoſed, And in 
order that it may be fo, remember ts pray to God, 

that he may give thee bis bleſſing along with it. 
And I earnefily beſeech thee, if thou knoweft what 
it is to have acceſs anto the Father by Jeſus Chriſt, 
do not forget to pray for him, who has nothing to- 
boaſt of, but the unchanging mercy and loving kind- 
neſs of God his Saviour ; to whoſe bleſſing, chriſtian: 
ad, T1 now commend thee, and am, for his ſale, 


Thy humble fervent; 
CORNELIUS cart. 
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CONVERSATION . 


» Tn £ firſt meeting with this, Shepherd, and n 
tion of his perſon. 4. Of his grace, and ſpiritual 
gs. g. His diſcourſes upon union with God upon 


growth in grace, ſufferings and prayer. 11. The illu- 
mination of the ſoul; inward operations of the ſpirit. 1 


43 · The danger of human praiſe, &c, 
CONVERSATION U. 


4. Of the fountain of good thoughts and actions. 6. Dif- 


- ference between God, men, and devils. 7. Conſideration 


| of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; and alſo of our own. 9. 
Grace the fountain of all virtues, 


CONVERSATION III. 


1s The * N of the ſouls trouble. g. The greatneſs of max $ 
corruption, and impotence by nature, 6. Of Chriſt's do- 
minion over ſouls, 8. Of the love of our neighbour. 18 
Of the love and practice of godlineſs. 24. e of © 
religious progreſs. Of ſelf denial, 


CONVERSATION IV. 
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dae SHEPHERD: 


"CONVERSATION I. 


1. The feſt meeting with 651 Shepherd, and den 
Scription of his perſon. —4. * Of his grace, and. ſpir- 
itual gifts. —7. His diſcourſes upon. union with 

Cod - upon growth in grace—ſufferings and pray- 
er. 11. The illumination of the foul ; inward ' 
operations of the Spirit. —1 5- The ander of bus 

man praiſe, c. 


J WISH I bad a caficient capacity to recite 
at we and a ſufficiency of light to expreſs, the 
particulars of an extraordinary blefling, the Al- 
mighty beſtowed upon me in leaving my own; 
country; who cauſed me, by his providence, to . 
meet with one of the moſt remarkable perſons I 

ever knew; and from whom I learned ar ome 

dertul and diyine ſecrets, I 
2. 1 found in the machine juft by me, a youth, 
about eighteen or nineteeh years of age, extreme» 

1 14 ly EY 
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14 The SERAPHICAL SHEPHERD. 
ly ſimple and plain in his ſpeech, and without-any 
learning; who, after having been a ſervant from 
his infancy, was now a ſhepherd, but ſo enriched 
and filled with the grace of God, and the moſt 
ſublime ſpiritual gifts and graces, that I never ſaw 
che like. 

3. He was never inſtructed by any but God in 
the ſpiritual life; and yet he enlarged to me on 
this ſubject, wich ſo much ſublimity, abundance, 
and ſolidity, that I never heard or read any 
thing to be compared with it. | 
3 As ſoon as I had diſcovered this treaſure, 1 

ſeperated myfelf from the reſt of the company, at 
meals and at other times, that I might be with him 
alone as much as I could. In the intervals of our 
Aiſcourſe, he was continually in prayer; in which, 
he was very ſublime : The tumultuous agitations 
of his paſſions being imperfections, as he told me, 
chat God had delivered him from though in the 
beginnings of his ſpiritual courſe, he was more a- 
Jive to them. 

His whole ſoul appeared to be filled with a 
great ſimplicity and a profound humility. | 

By means of his ſimplicity, 1 lifchverad many 
Choice ſecrets of his ſoul, whilſt at the ſame time 
His humility ſecreted from me many others. 

5. During the three days we were together, 1 
put him upon giſcourſing on all the various par- 
ticulars of ſpiritual things, as well ſpeculative as 
Practical z which he did in ſuch a manner as filled | 
Ms vith aber | 
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6. When he perceived ſometimes how much 
he had ſaid, he would throw himſelf down at my 
fect, to humble bimſelf; for we frequently got 
out of the machine and walked, that we might 
converſe with more eaſe and leſs interruption. 

He believed himſelf, and was affured that he 
was the greateſt ſinner in the world; and earn- 
eſtly prayed and e me to think the ſame 
of him. 

7. He diſcourſed me one whole morning vpom 
the different degrees of the ſouls intimate union 
with God; of the communications of the bleſſed- 
Trinity, diſtinctiy to be experienced; and of the in- 
conceivable familiarity that God uſeth with thoſe 
whoſe hearts are purified by faith. | | 

He told me alſo, of the ſecrets that God had. 
communicated to him touching his attribures z, 
and particularly of his juſtice. upon thoſe ſouls 
who reſted ſhort of the chriftian mark ; alſo of 
the different ranks of ſaints and angels. 

Amongſt other things he told me, he would 
not exchange one ſingle enjoyment, that he perceiv- 
ed from God in communion with him, for all 
that the angels in glory, or men wa together, 
could beſtow upon him. 

He told me, that a ſoul that walked in the true 
light was ſo filled with God, that all its motions - 
were under the influence of God's power, even 
extending to the body, except ſome little wander- 
— in which the ſoul ſins, Theſe 1 Were his own. 


* 
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Ho told me nothibg advances a foul more than 
ſelf knowledge, and plain dealing with irfelf in 
what was not right; That it was not ſufficient to 


5 Pray for the higheſt attainments in grace, but 


that violent efforts were neceſſary; and that it 


5 vas people's own fault if they * not 1 — 97 N 
in conqueſts over ſelf. 


7 


That it was a great misfortune, His a right 
uſe was not made of ſufferings and bodily infirmi- 


| ties, in which God had great defigns; that he 


united himſelf to the ſoul more perfectly in tribu- 


lations than in delectations; and that a too ſcru- 


pulous and nice care of one's 'budily health was a 
great hindrance to the fout, © EV 
That true prayer confiſts not in glving to God. 


but in receiving trom him; add after having re 
| ceived from him, to return it back again in love. 


That when the love of God increaſes to 'a de- 


| gree of ecſtacy, the ſoul's fidelity confiſts in fly- 


iog from, and being ſtript of all, eee 
as God approaches to fill it, 
8, I propoſed to him, in the chausdter of a- 


nother perſon, all my own fpirituat difficulties; 


on which he ſo fatisfactorily reſolve& me that 1 
thought he was an angel. He never would prom- 
iſe to pray for me, for that, he ſaid, was not in 
. own power; but he would d It when God 
gave bim the ability, ry Ae 

9. In ſhort, he Uifotayea Ach «es * ex- 
ecllent ſpiritual matters, that I cannot püt them 
in writing; and I am perſuaded, that theſe three 
days were more profitable to me than many paſt - 
Pee my life, Ws 8 WH, es 


0 
. . 1. 
- * . 
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10. What I found moſt remarkaable in this 
youth was, an admirable prudence ; nnd an extra- 
ordinary energy and power attend i g his words. 

11. He told me that the ſupernatural light 
that God pours into the ſoul, cauſes it to ſee what it 
. ſhould do, more clearly than the light of the ſun 
diicovers ſenfible objects; and that the multitude 
of things that ſuch a ſoul diſcovers in itſelf, is 
far greater than all that is to be found in bodily 
nature, That God in all his greatneſs dwells, 
and makes himſelf ſenſibly perccived, in Uh Ts 
ful, ſimple, and pure ſoul. | 
12. I urged him to tell me if no body had 
inſtructed him in cheſe things? He ſaid, no; and 
that there were ſome ſouls that got more hurt 
than good by human teaching. That to ſuch 
ſouls as were under the Spirit's teachings, God is 
always preſent; and that he alone dwells in them; 
and 0 ht charity le ads them to converſe 
with-others, they receive great communications 
from God; and that ig the night when in their ſleep, 
| they loſe very little t ime, being taught then as well 
as in the day. He told me alſo, that though the 
Bible was to be deſtroyed, God had * him 


- enough for his own falvation, 


I aſked him how theſe things were ? He an- 
ſwered, that T knew better than he, and that he 
was the moſt ignorant of all people. 

13. He told me that, Chriſt had particularly 
taught him to excuſe, und bear with, his fellow - 
creatures, and not. to be harſh and Nn towards 
them, a SY. f 
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He told me wonderful things, for the conſola- 


tion and direction of ſuch who were drawn after 


the purſuit of ſpiritual things, and yet were hin- 

dered by bodily infirmities; That God required 
of ſuch, much patience; after which, if they faith- 
fully ſubmitted to theſe trials, he would preſently 


let all things ta rights again. 


14. One of his moſt elevated diſcourſes was, 
how God works all things in. the hearts of his 
children by. Chriſt the true and living Word, and 
of the near relation they have to him by his Son, 
in all their diſpoſitions, and even in their ſuffer- 
ings. | 
15. He told me that men of our nan 
that did not renounce the pleaſure of human. 
praiſe, would never truly enjoy God; That ſuch 
perſons, are thieves and robbers; and that their 
darkneſs would increaſe more and more.“ 

That the ſmalleſt mme matter darkens 


the ſoul. 


That which hinders the freedom 5 the ſoul, 
is a certain habitual diſſimulation which reſtrains 


| it, Theſe were his own expreſſions. 


At laſt I parted from him, he sſking me a. 


5 thouſand pardons, for having ſpoke with ſo 
much, pride, he was o incapable to praiſe and, 


honour 


* Let all miniflers of the golpel, and private chriſtians too, 
conſider well of this! and examine themſelves very cloſely in 
all their religious duties, whether or no in the ſecret of their 
ſouls, they are really ſeeking to diſplay God's glory, or their. 
own., If a man has gifts like an angel, and ſeeks his own hots 


dur thereby, he is, in God's bght, a devil in diſguiſe, 


* ö „ * 
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honour God. He ſaid that it did not become 
him to ſpeak to others by words, but by a ſimple 
and! humble behaviour.“ He ſaid, moreover, that 
the familiarities of. God with the ſoul, ought to 
be kept in a proper ſecrecy and ſilence; that God 
willed it ſhould be fo. pL ff 

16, Indeed I found it neceſſary to uſe great 
induſtry. to get any thing from him; ſometimes 
making as if I took no notice of him other 
times telling him it was charity to entertain me 
with ſome diſcourſe, as I could not always.ſpeak ; 
and then he would lay aſide all conſtraint, and 
quite enflamed with divine love, would ſpeak 
according as the Spirit of God gave him ability; 
and with much liberty. As ſoon as I aſked him 
to pray for me, he would be ſomewhat ſtopped, | 
being extremely humble, and thinking himſelf 
the leaſt of all. What I have here related con- 
tains the ſubſtance of our firſt converſation; in. 
which he opened himſelf much more than he de- 
figned, 496% 

TIE CONVERSATION 

*- Nothing hinders the foul's progreſs more, than a prone- 
neſs to much talk ! Many, when they ought to be learning in 
ſtillneſs at Chriſt's feet, are laviſhing away what little they have, 
in noiſe and words. I will venture to ſay, that the prevailing 
cuſtom of running on and talking of religious matters, without 
any degree of ſpiritual favour, or divine unQtion, is very per- 
nicious to the divine life, and grieving to the Spirit of God. 
Let chriſtians learn to put a bridle in their mouths ! Let them 
know, that though they talk never ſo much, if it comes not 
from Chriſt's Spirit, it is only mere vanity and vexation of 
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' CONVERSATION u. 
1. Of the fountain of * thoughts and action. 
6. Difference between God, men, and devils, 7. 
| Conſideration of the ſufferings of Chrift ; and alſo 


of our own. Ye. Grace the foundation of all vir« 
Tues. WAR 


*»- 


T H E ſecond converfation T had with 
our Shepherd, he ſpoke to me chiefly of our 
daily duties and religious practices. 

2. He told me that every day we ought to 
be looking unto the excellencies of Jeſus rand, 
to adore them and to defire them. 

A. That after we had been never ſo long en- 
$aged in earneſtly ſeeking after God, if we re- 


ceived one good ſpiritual thought, we ought to 


think ourſelves well paid, beyond our merit ; and 


that we ought to honour it as a preſent from 


paradiſe, as the bread that e ſaints and 


angels. 


4. He told me "ahi when he oa wy 


thing in prayer, he never ſaid, that henceforth 
he would do ſuch and ſuch a good thing, or re- 


ſiſt ſuch and ſuch a vice; for it was preſump- 
tion ; but that he offered himſelf unto God as an 
unworthy inſtrument in his hands, to enable bim 
by bis grace to reſiſt ſuch a vice, and to do ſueh a 


good action. 80 that in cafe. he ſucceeded, he 


thanked God for accepting and making uſe of 
him ; and if he did net Tucceed i in ſome ſuch 
good 
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good deſign, he did not make himſelf uncaſy, as 
God was not under any n e to make ufe 
of him therein.“ 

5. He told me, that if the devils, after a thou- 
ſand years ſufferings, could have one good 
thought, they would know it came from God; 
but that their ſeeing heaven and happineſs at a 
diſtance from them, was the cauſe ot their deſ- 
Pair and miſery. 

6. He made an excellent remark, touching 
the whole of intellectual nature; as containing 
God, angels, and men; and putting the good 
angels in the ſame claſs with men, he placed dev- 
Hs in the third claſs, in the following order ; 
God, men; and devils. ' He faid, that goodneſs: 
was inſeperable from God; hisjuſtice inſeparable: 
from devils ; and that his mercy was inſeparable 
from good angels and men; fo that nothing but 
the mere mercy of God ' diſtinguiſhed us from 
devils z and that whatever good thing was to be 
found in angels or men beyond devils, they were 
indebted for the wag OP mn ou to che 
reep fu * 4 

4 | Is {in ys: 179 42 63h; * "Dua: 


* MT XK 407 4 
* kd let this be a leffon i Many ate che pL aca that 
_ chriſtians ſuffer in their good deſigns, through a preſunung too 
much upon their own eng th; True — teaches; to have 
no confidence in — raw. but to have our whole dependence 
upon BY) who: * worketh in- us both to will and to 12 of his- 
own leafiire,” St. Paul Taid he was not Tufficient of 
- Himſelfto: Ye good thpught,*and'yer he could do, all thing 
through Chriſt ſtrengthening him.“ Though it is right to dil- 
truſt ourfe ves, we muſt not unte! 81 & 2 en 
in him. 
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5. One thing chat truck me with atoniſhment. 
in the diſcourſe of this ſhepherd was, his ſaying. 
that every time the ſufferings of Chriſt were re- 
preſented to him, that 'it'was alſo repreſenting to 
him, that it was the Father who judged his son 
to die; and that he was obliged to adore the juſ- 
tice of the Father, in not ſparing his Son, and tbat 
a particular homage was due to God For ſuch 
judgment. Then reflecting upon his own ſinful 
ſoul and body, he would conſider the ſorrows and 
griefs that he might ſuſtain himſelf ;. and then 

would adore God for his juſtice in ſo afflicting 
him: After that he would return to conſider the 
ſufferings of the Son ot God, bath in ſoul and 

body, and adore. him for them; then deſcending 
again to think of his own ſorrows, he would be 
thankful for them as inflicted by a juſt God. 

8, He faid moreover upon this ſubject, that it 
is not enough to adore Jeſus Chriſt in his ſufſer- 
ings, but alſo we ought to adore his gracious in- 
tentions towards us in his: ſufferings and death, 

and every thing elſe in him that was hid beyond 

our capacity to underſtand; that the ſovercign 
dignity ot the Son of God made this adoration 
our duty, even if! it was not to our own N. or 
advantage. E's LA VER. 

9. Finally he ſaid, that we ought oben to ad- 
dreſs ourſelves | to Jefus Chriſt in prayer; that 

through the grace which is in him, as à faithful 
miniſter, and the doer of all goodneſs, we might: 
be introduced into his patience, charity, e 
- neſs, and all other virtues which we adore and ac- 
5 | | knowledge = 
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| Enowledge' in him; and chat when we were ſa 
bleſſed, we ſhould attribute nothing to our o-] r 
induſtry, but acknowledge ourſelves entirely in- 
debted for the ſame to his grace alone; and that 
he believed this made St. Paul ſay ſo often, Let 
not I, but the grace of God which was in me,“ 
&C,—1 Cor. 15. 10. 


CONVERSATION III. 


1. The cauſe of the foul's trouhle. 3. The preatneſs 
of man's corruption, and impotence by nature. 
6. Of Chriffs dominion over fouls. 8. Of the © 

love of our neighbour. 18. Of the love and prac- 
tice of godlineſs. 24. Facility of religious prog- 


reſo of ſelf denial, 


8 IN CE the ſecond deer e I had with my 
Shepherd, already mentioned, behold a third! 
which I hardly know how to put into writing, 
becauſe. it contains the moſt ſublime and hidden . 
precepts of religion, under the garb of very ſim- 
ple and plain doctrine in appearance. 

2. In this diſcourſe, he told me, that many 
ſoul troubles that numbers of chriſtians groaned 
under for ſeycral years, were frequently owing to 
their not being ſenſible of being by nature under 
the capacity of the law of fin ; and without po-.-- 
eto do any good; and for this reaſon it was, 
that God often permitted ſuch perſons to go on 
many years in the obſcrrance of their own rulers, 

Rate greatly 
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greatly defiring religious progreſs, without being 

able to get the better of any vice; or to acquire 

any defirable goodneſs. All which was in order 

that they might learn to know their o inability 3 

and to ſeek from God alone the neceſſary power 

to conquer ſin, and to acquire thoſe things which 

they could not find in themſelves.“ I 

3. He convinced me in a few words, how that 

to entertain thought of any power or virtue in 

ourſelves, was nothing but preſumption, deceit, and 
groſs deluſion; and thus he proved it. All the 

power that accompanies the natural being which 

we derive from Adam, as it relates to the matter 
of our ſalvation, is only ſuch a power as he had 
after he had ſinned, for, * he begat ſons in his own 
likeneſs, which is only a power to all evil and 

vice, which more properly is weakneſs and not 
power, It is eaſy to ſee then, that we are born 
in fin and weakneſs, and that it is inſeperable from 


Hur nature, as touching the ſubſtance of Adam, 


which | 


This is a very juſt remark of the Shepherd's. © For many 
oor hearts toil and labour, to gather grapes from thorns, and 
gs from thiſtles; not conſideriug that weighty admonition of 
Jeſus Chriſt, viz. Fuſt, to make the tree good, and then 
the fruit ſhall be good.” We are made good trees by union 


with ſeſus Chriſt ; and then the divine {ap of his bleſſed and 


Holy Spirit makes us capable of bringing forth fruit unto 


God:“ Vet not we but Chriſt who liveth in us, * who is made 
unto us of God, wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and ſanctiſicàtion, 


and redemption.! Oh what a treaſure is Jeſus Chriſt ! bleſſed, 


be God for Jeſus Chriſt! In the following beauteous lines, I 


have ſomewhere met with, I will tell thee,” Oh reader, what 
Van WA: SS. oo ITC * 


To dll my vileneſs, Chriſt is glory bright, 
To all my miferies, infinite delight; 
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which is the body : And becauſe the ſoul created 
by God, from whom it derived power to do good 
by its free will, enters into the ſinful body; it is 
alſo entangled in the diſorder of Adam's fallen 
nature; by which both reaſon and will are be- 
come dark and corrupt; ſo that we ought to con- 
Ader ourſclves as ſurrounded with impotency and 
weakneſs on every ſide ® 

For which reaſon he aid, we ought to re- 


 Nounce this deplorable power of Adam, which is 
in us to our prejudice z aud that the only way of 


ſalvation. is to renounce that which is of Adam 
zin us, and all that we have derived from him, 
that ſo the ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt may be eſtabliſhed 
in its place ; as alſo the power, courage; grace, 
and light which flow from this fountain, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


4. It is neceſſary, ſaid the Shepherd, to take 
. daily review of our meſery; not tuch as we ſee 
[RS Mz | | 1 


To all my ignorance, without compare, 
To my deformity,'th' eternal fair. r 
f Sight to my blindneſs, to my meanneſs, wealth, 
Life to my death, and to my ſickneſs, health; 
To darkneſs, light, my liberty inthrall ; -—- 
What thall I ſay ? my Chriſt, my All in All! 
| Amon. Hallelujah, 


* When this truth is experimentally known in the heart, 
hen is Chriſt and his ſalvation as acceptable to the ſoul as 
the gentle rain is to the new mown grafs, Reader! if thou 
knoweſt this to be thy caſe, remember, God has laid help 


upon one that is mighty z even one who receives the weary 


heavy laden ſinner, when he hath got nothing to pay. For 
Farther help, I refer thee to what'this honeſt Shepherd 


lays upon prayer, in his fourth converſation. 


* 
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it, for our eyes flatter us, becauſe they are of us? 
but in ſuch a manner as God ſees it. 
5. He faid, that if we had never ſo ſmall a de- 
fire to be united to Jcſus Chriſt, and to be devot- 
ed to him, we ſhould take pleaſure in getting rid 
of our own will and natural propenſities, chat we 
might be ruled by Jeſus Chriſt; praying him to 
take the government of our i ſeeing moreo- 
ver, that by his incarnation and death, he has ac- 
quired a juſt right over finners. 

6. No ſooner had this devout Shepherd finiſh- 
ed theſe laſt words of the right and title that Jeſus 
Chriſt has acquired over us by his death, but lift- 
ing up his hands and cyes to heaven, 'he remain · 
ed near ,a quarter of an hour as one deprived of 
all ſenſe, His coming to himſelf I waited for 
with impatience : At laſt, with a profound ſigh, 

Pe broke forth inte the following expreffions— 
4+ Since it is ſo, that the Son of God has bought 
me with his blood, and has won me by his death; 
and that by this blood applied in my favour, vile 
and deſpicable Shepherd asI am! I am an adopt- 
ed ſon-of,the natural Son of God; 1 am his own 
as much by right and juſtice, as he 1 is his Father's 
by nature; inſomuch that as he.cannot deny that 
relation without deſtroying the dignity of his Fath- 
er; ſo I, deſpicable Shepherd, who am his adopt- 

£d ſon, and over whom he has gained ſo abſolute 

eright, that I cannot deny it or refuſe it without 
committing very great injuſtice, and deſtroying as 
anch 2s in me lays, the greatneſs and excellency - 
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of the Son of God, conſidered as a Mediator and 


Redeemer. This is the reaſon why we muſt dili- 


gently renounce and withdraw from every thing 
that contradicts, never ſo little, this perfect right 
of dominion that Chriſt has over us. F 
„If then the world by its flatteries draws us to 
comply with it; if the devil by his gilded baits 


injected into our ſouls; if the fleſh by its allure- 


ments and ſelf pleaſings to gratify ourſelves or oth- 
ers; I ſay, if any of theſe allure our minds never” 
ſo little from a cloſe attachment to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the right he has over us, we mult renounce 
them all.“ 

7. He ſaid, that as often as che ſoul refuſes wh 


| thought, word or action that tends to draw it from 


its allegiance to Jeſus Chriſt, that theſe are ſo 
many ſacrifices, homages and renewings of vows; / 
by which ſuch perſons own the right and title of- 


Chriſt to them, and-his dominion over them. 


How. muſt awe love our neighbour. 
8. I know not whether this angelical Shepherd, 


in the ecftacy of his ſpirit, had not ſome diſcern- 
ment, or charitable fear, that my ſoul was apt to 
be too ſtrongly attached to that which was amia- 


ble in the creature, to the prejudice of his Redeem» 
er; for he paſſed from this diſcourſe, ſo excellent 
ly, to the great and ſublime love that Chriſt's 


right over us required from us his due, that I was 


quite penetrated and aſtoniſhed, _ 
9. Since then, ſaid he, men and angels are be- 


come the right and property or Je efus Chriſt, they 
k are 
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are no longer to live to themſelves, but to TER 
and conſequently they may not plate tlteir hearts 
and affections upon any creatures, further 
than it is agreeable to the mind and will of the 
Redeemer. So that I cannot juſtly withdraw my 


heart from Chriſt, to put it in another's' power, 


nor receive another into my heart without injuf- 
tice and robbery ; unleſs upon the following con- 
ditions... 1. That 1 love & perſon for Chriſt's ſake, 
becauſe he loves him and takes pleaſure to bleſs 
him. 2. Becauſe he commands me to receive 
and love ſuch a one, as a member of his body. 3. 
'That I love ſuch a one in the manner he does; it 
being natural to Chriſt, to love in the creature 
what he fees of his own there, either of nature or 
of grace ; he being the ſource of both, | 
0. He alſo told me, we have three amiable 
odjects; God, our neighbour, and ourſelves. 
That we ſhould. love God with a reſpectful heart 
our neighbour with a tenderly niother-like heart; 
and ourſelves with a judge's ſeverity ; our finful- 
neſs making this but juſtice ſo to do. 
11. He told me, moreover, that when we ſaw 
a creature diſpoſed to love and ſerve us with an 
_ unreaſonable affection, we ſhould regret, that a 
heart that might love God, ſhould be ſo taken up 
with us; and that we ſhould be ſorry to occupy 
chat place in ſuch a one's heart, that of right be- 
tnged to our glorious ſovereign Lover and Re- 
deemer, Jeſus Chriſt, That in order to remedy 
ahis evil, we ſhould endeatour to difplay the fruits 
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of (I Chriſt in our words and behaviour ; that 
ſs, ſuch perfons ſeeing in vs ſome features of his 
beauty, might come to love him in us: And thus” 
we might be * W n 71 to our * 
deemer. 

12. That whi chi pleaſed 1 is che Won in this 
diſcourſe oK my Seraphic Shepherd, was the fol- 
lowing concluſion ; with which 1 was ſo ſatisßed, 
thar I don't IT 1 could have a more perfect, 
eaſy, reaſonable and judicious method of regula- | 
ting my loye. He mentioned to me the compar- 
iſon which Chrift made between our hearts and 
the kingdom of God. Who faid to his diſciples, - 
The kingdem of God is within! you Upon 
which the Shepherd took occafion to obſerve, that 
the figures and natural ſimilitudes which Jeſus 
Curitt made uſe ot to illuſtrate heavenly things, 
were very excellent and ſuitable to his defighs; - 

aud that if we labour tõ have our hearts formed 
after the model of the Kingdom of heaven, we | 
_ ſhould have both divine and human affections un- 
der proper regulations; and the ſenſitive or ani- 
mal part would not hinder che more "rational and © . 
better part · | | 
; 13. la the kingdom of EINE VOY is para- 
dife, God is willing to admit his creatures into 
fellowſhip with himſelf; ſo is he willing we ſhould | 
—adait' others into the ſpiritual kingdom which is 
in our hearts. In he wen, ſuch are freely admit- 
ted who are waſhed from their fins; ſo alſo, = 6 
| mY Je received into our hearts-with N.. 
| | 2 * 2 Tr | beten 
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19080 amongſt. all the different Jaan ces of (aints,,, 
none preſume, like Lucifer, to occupy the higbeſt. 
place; for God reigns there as king. For the. 
ſame reaſon our hearts are called his kingdom, 
and his acquired dominion ; becauſe he not only 
reigns in our hearts, but is preferred thete to all. 
thoſe whom we have admitted into our love for 
his. ſake, « that in all things he might. have che 
preeminence,” | 
14. Thus it is allowed us.to 1 others tits. 


eur affections, that ſo we may altogether embrace. 


one another at the adorable feet of the King ot. 
Love, as children who play before their father, or 
as ſubjects before their king; and ſo urge and ex- 


cite each other to fall down like Mary Magdalene, 


and to embrace the fett of. Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 
our and ſovereign King of Hearts, 

15. We may alſo imagine that he takes pleaſe. 
ure,to ſee us united-in one. deſign to pleaſe him; 


and waiting to know his commands, that we may. 


be. ready mutually to unite. all our power and induſe.. 
try to employ the grace he has beſtowed upon us 
only to his glory; and if we love one another in. 
this manner, we may, rejoice, in Chriſt's rule over 
us; and as one company, behold the Redeemer - 


reigning over each one of us; being well ſatisfied. 
that Chrifl ſhould;eontinye this kingdom in us. 


16. Finally, he told me, that if we found Jeſus. - | 


_ Chriſt did not reign.over us ſo much as we wiſhed. 


for, that we ſliould be continually crying to him, 
Let thy. kingdom come] and never ccaſe ſo. 
17. In. 
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| 17, In concludiag this affectionate diſcourſe, 
he told me, God only required theſe three things 
of us.— 1. That we ſhould prefer eternity to time. 
—2, The ſoul to the body. —3. The Creator to- 
the creature; and that all this was fo reaſonable, 
that no perſon in his ſenſes could deny ii 
How wwe ought to love virtue. i 

18, After my Shepherd had finiſhed his diſs 
courſe upon the right method of loving the-crea- 
ture, he proceeded to ſhow unto me how we ought: - 
to love virtue; ſaying, that we ſhould not love or 
eſteem it barely for its excellency in itſelf vr in us, 
this being only philoſophical ; but that we ought 
to love it, becauſe of its beauty and excellency in 
Jeſus Chriſt; and then we loved it in a chriſtian- 
manner. For in itſelf, and in us, fingly conſiders. 
ed, *tis but human and natural; but in Jeſus: 
Chriſt it is all divine and ſupernatural. Love 
then virtue, becauſe it is in him; and e it 
diligently, becauſe Chriſt praQtiſed es 

19. Hence, ſaid he, we come to learn the groat 
advantages which mankind derive from the being” 
of Jeſus Chriſt, For as the nature of an animal. 
is much more excellent in a man than in a brute, 
becauſe: it is united to a reaſonable ſoul; ſo men 
receive from: Chriſt a much more 8 being, 
by union with him, than their natural being; be- 
cauſe the human nature in Chriſt. is ped a0 bn Y 
divine nature, which is God: 1 e 

20. Animal actions are much more cigbth; as 


acted by TS. than by brutes 3 5 and we take MOrTe + 
pleaſure | 


1 
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pleaſure in ſeeing them performed by men than 
by brutdss. TREV TAS 290 ALI, 
Thus we may eafily believe that human actions 
are much nobler, as performed by the incarnate. 
Son of God, than by men; and we ought to take. 
more pleaſure in contemplating them in him, than 
in themſelves, or in us, as conſidered ſeperate from 
him. In Jeſus Chriſt all human actions are fanc-. 
tified and divine, becauſe. he is God: It animals 
could contemplate their actions, as done by man, 
and could imitate them, and do them in the ſame 
manner as man doth, then they might be called 
reaſonable : By this we may ſee how man by con- 
templating human action as done by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and doing them after that model, ſuch actions be- 
WE: come ſanctified; and in a ſenſe may be called di- 
nia, as being done by Chriſt's Spirit; which makes 
| ſuch actions done by the ſaints, holy, chriſtian, and 
ſupernatural, owing to the relation they have to 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is a great honour ““ 
21. He alſo told me, that God's ſervants, in 
this life, may take fome recreation in honeſt and 
»Tbe Apoſtle Paul informs us, that.*the fit” man is of the 
earth, earthy: The ſecond man is che Lord from heaven. As 
is the earthly, ſuch are they alfo that are carthly ; and as is the 
. heavenly, ſuch are they alſo that are 449565 And as we 
have borne the image of the carthly, we ſhallLalſo bear the in- 
age of the heavenly.” 1 Cor. xv. 47, 48, 49. From whence 
we may learn what an amazing dignity man receives by union 
_ with Jeſus Chriſt ; when, by virtue of 4 regeneration, the be- 
ing born again of ere ſced,”” he no longer lives, but 
Chriſt lives in him; even that Chriſt, in whom dwelleth 
alli che fulneſs of the Godhead bodily,” Bleſſed are they who _ 
are divinely taught to ſell all lives, to obtain this eternal, in- 
| eorruptible, perfect life of Chriſt in God | 400 1h OR 
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 mindedaeſs, inclined to draw back from the right 
way, through fear of the mortification of their 


"li The SATAII Sunna. JF 
lawful actions; but in order to make them more 


complete, we ſhould confider them ſanctified not 


in us, but in the infancy of Jeſus Chriſt ; where 
they may have been in a very manner; 
and added, that if we did theſe things in ſuch a 
view of Chrift's actions, which were pure, ſimple 
and innocent, it was a way to reviye in us the ho- 


iafancy or ſimplicity of Jeſus. 


22. From all which, it is eaſy to ſee, that our 
human actions, and our acts of moral virtue, have 
no other excellence or perfection, than what they 
derive from the incarnate Word, our Redeemer, 


in whom they are done. With regard to their 
merit, they have none, but what they borrow from 


Jeſus Chriſt. It is our privilege to be found do- 
ing them; and it belongs to Chriſt, as judge, to 


approve of them as he ſees fit, ' 


23. He ſaid, we ought every day to preſent 
opr actions to Chriſt for his approbation or diſ- 
approbation; and to be preffing forward, that 
they might by improving more and more. ä 
© 24» The end of this ſweet and agreeable con- 
verſation was, that there were numbers of religi- 
ous perſons, through à timorouſtieſs and weak» 


. | nature: 


.* When this maxim of the Shephierd's is rightly underſloo®” 


, and praQtiſed, it makes the moſt common ations of our lives. 


as ſo many acts of devotion. *©4 And whatſoever ye do in word 
er deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to 
God, and the Father by him.” Colof, iti. 17. See alle 

1 Cor. x. 36, 10 | F 


” 
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nature and ſelf love. But, ſaid the Shepherd, 
fear not; for God does not require that nature, 
or the love of one's ſelf, ſhould be deſtroyed ; far 
from it. For without nature we ſhould not exiſt; 
and without the love of one's ſelf, nature could 
not preſerve its being: but ' tis the corruption and 
 depravity in our nature by original ſin, and the 
inordinate affections of ſelf love, which cauſe us 
to ſeek to gratify ourſelves contrary to the order 
and rightequſneſs of God: *Tis theſe diſorders of 
nature and ſelf love that ought to be mortiſied and 
taken away, and not nature, or felt love, as con- 
fidered ſeparate ſrom theſe diſorders. Therefore 
we are to deny ourſelves of all thoſe things which 
nature or ſelf love may luſt.after, contrary to the 
mind and will of God,* Is 


. CONVERSATION ' 


* In this may we ſee the goodneſs of God ; for whatever is 
_ ontrary to bis will, is contrary to our real- welfare. It is a 
maxim in divinity, worthy everlaſting remembrance and thank» 
falneſs, that whatever God commands his creatures to do, or 
to abſtain from, he has not only confulted his own glory, but 
alſo their true happineſs both in time and eternity. True re- 
gion is nothing but a bleſſed ſcheme of divine love, to bring 
back poor man from all his miſerable wauderings,. that he may 

Aud eternal reſt and peace in God. * N 
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CONVERSATION 1V. 

4, That the way to true evangelical piety. is the pu- 
rity of the foul, and communien with God. 2. Of 
true books, and true teachers, 6. Of prayer. 
14. How to acquire it. 


8 INC E God favoured me with the hap- 
Py meeting and converſe of this Shepherd, he 
delighted me ſo much that I quitted all company, 
and every thing elſe, to enjoy ſo great a privi- 
lege. 5 nb ; 
Having heard him diſcourſe upon ſome things 
which my pen is not able to expreſs, nor my un- 
derſtanding to conceive, and doubting by what 
ſpirit he might be animated, I could not refrain 
entreating him to tell me, in confidence and 
charity, by what means his ſoul received ſuch 
| heavenly diſcoveries. | | 

To which, without difficulty or delay, he ſmil- 
ingly anſwered, That there was no ↄecaſion to aſk 
the way, for that there was. no, other than the 
purity of the ſoul, and its communion with God. 
For, ſaid he, tis by the purity of the looking 

.  glaſs* of the ſoul, that it remains ig quietneſs, 

8 and 


* Who can help-admiring here, the beautiful and unadorn* - 
ed ſimplicity of this paſſage! It ſeems to be an excellent com- 
ment upon the two following paſſages of ſcripture ;. “ Bleſſed 
dre the pure in heart, for they ſhall fee God.“ Matt. v. 8. 
And this; We all with apen, or unveiled face, beholding, 
a8 in a looking glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into 


to che Jame image from glory to glory,” &c 
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and in a ſituation fit to receive upon it the lumin- 
ous or lightſome face of God, who imprints his 
image upon it. By which means the ſoul comes 
to know him, ſo far as this life will admit, and 
by the familiar and intimate communion and in- 
tercourſe that it has with God, and God with it, 
the ſoul is habituated to that reſpect and purity 
of behavieur and words, as is .moft fitting the 
court of ſuch a Prince, and the affairs and myſtee 
Ties that are there carried on. And it is owing 
to this, that a ruſtick Shepherd, like myſelt, may 
become an eloquent. divine; for in this royal 
academy I am inftrutted. | \ 
2. I aſked him, if he had not made -uſe of fone 


ſpixitual book, or ſome inſtructor or teacher? 


He faid, yes; but that he made uſe of both in the 
Fountain, and had left the ſtreams. That his 
ſpiritual book was the Holy Goſpel, and that his 
teacher was the Author of it. He ſaid he had 
ſome deſire to make uſe of the directions of men, 
but he bad obſerved, that what one built up 
another pulled down; which made him judge 
that ſuch a contrariety of opinions could not pro- 
ceed from the ſpirit of God, which is not contra- 
ry to itfelf z and for this reaſon he applied himſelf. 
to the firſt and beſt teacher, and to the ſpiritual 
directions he hath left in the ſcriptures. 

3. For, ſaid the ſhepherd, ſince prayer is fo 
noble an action, that it dignifies thoſe that prac- 
tiſe it, by the familiar converſation which it -al- 


And 


tows them in the court of the King of glory. 
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And ſince the Son of God, the King of ages, by 
prayer converſes with men, and has ſo highly 
_. praiſed and recommended it, that in his direc- 
tory,* he continually teaches that we muſt pray, 
and without ceaſing, it is not likely that he 
ſhould forget to teach us the way and manner, 
bow we sught+*to-govern our ſpirits in this acad- 
emy and royal court. $o that having found 
the method very clear and plain, and which alſs 
Chriſt conſirmed to me by his own example, I 


thought I ought to follow it, and advance by his 


directions; and if could not advance by theſe, I 
thought I ought never to expect it from the di- 
rections of men, ho are FRAY bigoted to their 
own opinions, 

- 4. I do not ſay this to reject or despite the 
reading of good books, or the directions of un- 
derſtanding and experienced men in ſpiritual 
things; tor both may be very uſeful in their 
proper places. But, ſaid the Shepherd, I anſwer 
you fimply,-as to what relates to myſelf, and to 
let you know, that Jeſus Chriſt inſtructs me more 
by his own ſayings and actions recorded in the 
ſcriptures; and inſtructs me better how to pray 
by the ſpirit of his grace, than all che books and 
tenchings of men in the world can do. I ſpeak 


of ſuch men, who, not following the light and in- 


ſtinct of the divine Spirit, are led by their o ] . a 
a fgjrics 1d pretend, ORR, to tie ſouls to 
| N N { their 
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The name our Shepherd gives the ſcriptures. | 
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their modes and opinions; which being contrary 


to the divine condud, do much more hinder and 


lead ſouls out of the way, than they profit or 
Aclp them.“ Wy Os VESTN 


 5.'T aſked him, by what ſteps he was firſt in- 


troduced into this way, and continued to grow 


therein; praying him to inſtruct me; and that 
I would follow the ſame; not as the inſtruction of 
man, but of God by man. 65. SPE 

Lou will ſoon know, ſaid he, the right inſtruc- 
tor in this exercife. If it was a mortal, finfut 
man, however eminent he might be, his inſtruc- 
tions might meet with ſomething in your ſpiritual 


or corporeal nature, not diſpoſed to receive them, 


and if you did receive them, it might be through a 


. conſtrained ſubmiſſion to the man, which would 


be 


* This is a very juſt remark. For how many that take upon 
them to inſtruct others, are angry when Jeſus Chriſt leads 
cheir pupils beyond the ſcanty meaſure of their rules. Again, 
how many people deny the teachings of-God in their own and 
Others 7 becauſe they do- not agree with the opinion of 
ſome man, whom they have ſet up as an oracle inſtead of Je- 
Jus Chriſt. But I beſeech all miniſters; of every denomina- 
tion, to ſuffer Jeſus Chriſt to teach his children as he pleaſes; 
and to take care, that whilſt they are helpers of ſouls, they do 
not preſume to have dominion over their faith; a thing the 
Hes themſelves would not de. And again, I beſeech all 
prople, of every. denomination, that Whilſt they henour the 
ervants of Chil, ſtill to remember their Mafter, and to look 
above all men to the great teacher, Jeſus Chriſt, as this boneft 


6 -Shepherd did. Miniſters are but under tutors to Jeſus Chriſt, 


and they ſhould rejoice when their ſcholars are ripe for their 
Maſter's teachings, by the immediate anointings of his bleſſed 
Spirit; which often inſtructs more M one moment, than all 
the miniſters in the world can do in all their lives put togeth- 
(Ef.  Sce John vi. 43. | 5 | e 


= 
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be an unnatural violence, rather that a ſweet” al- 
* turing. But if the inſtruction comes from God, 
a God is the Creator of ſouls; and the Father of 
our underſtandings and wills, you will perceive it 
calily takes place in you; end your ſaul will be ſo 
far from finding an oppoſition, that it will be much 
pleaſed with it: The ſoul perceiving ieſelf ſo \ 
highly dignified and bleſt by it, in all its opera- 
tions, that it will think itſelf created on purpoſe for 


the practice of it. Receive then from me what 
A as à proof. bs 
 JInfliruftion for prayer. | 
6. Before I applied myſelf to prayer, I wanted 
to know what prayer was; and-ſceking for it in 
my directory, compoſed by the. Son of God, T 
learned it was nothing elſe but the intercourſe of 
the ſoul with God; and that when Chriſt went 
to pray, he did nothing but withdraw apart, to 
ſpeak to God his Father. From whence I diſ- 
covered two ſorts of prayer᷑; or two manners of * 
diſcourſing with God. One in praifing and ador- 
ing him for his perfections; the other in making 
requeſts to him. For ſometimes the Son of ir 
lifring his bodily eyes to heaven, to teach us 
lift up the eyes of our ſouls; bleſſed and raise | 
and gave thanks to his father, on account of his 
proper excellencies, and that in us is adoration. 
Then, at other times, he prayed that he would 
glorify his name; and in kis agony he prayed to 
be delivered from evil, ſaying, It it be On... 
let this cup paſs from me,” $077 * 
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7. As ſoon as I gained the knowledge of theſe 


| two ſorts of Prayer, as contained in this exerciſe, IA 


L,caft my thoughts upon all intellectual creatures, 
as-angels, men and devils, to ſec if they were all 


capable of prayer. And that I might more eaſily 


diſtinguiſh their capacity, I ranged them under 
three claſſes, viz. ſimple, or. mere creatures; ſin- 
ners, and adopted children of the Son. of God, 

8. Conſidered ſimply as creatures, I ſaw none 


of them were capable of, prayer, as including 


praiſe ; for ſuch prayer being a, familiar diſcourſe 
ing with God and ſuch familiarity implying ſome 
equality, it- was evident the diſtance was too great 
between the Creator and the creature. 

Nevertheleſs, . becauſe poverty, indigence, and 
neceflity, are inſeparable from the creature; as 
goodneſs, riches, and abundance, are inſparable 
from the Creator; every reaſonable creature may 
uſe that ſort of prayer which conſiſts in aſking and 
imploring relief from the Creator. 

9. Conſidering them, ſecondly, as ſinners, no 
creature is capable of the ſecond fort of prayer; 
which is properly a familiar, diſcourſing with God 
upon his perfections, with acknowledgment and 


adoration, and other. graces. As for the devils, 


their ſpirits are too impure, and buried in dark» 


neſs, to receive one good thought from heaven; 


which God never pours into ſuch filthy veſſels. 
And as for ſinful men, who are in, their natural 
eſtate, and wallowing in the mire of. ſin, they par- 


take of the darkneſs of devils; and as they are 
dead, and ſeperated from God, they have no right 
; x 25 ah 8 dat | 


af. 
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* 
to familiarity and converſation with him: And 
if, in their obſtiancy, they attempted to approach 
the thrown of the divine Majeſty, the good angels . 
would keep them back as they do the devils ; and 
they would ſoon return to the darkneſs of the 
creature, to which their hearts are diforderly 
glued : And inſtead of divine things which they” 
thought raſhly to « draw from heaven, the diſorder" 
ly objects of the carth would ſurround their un- 
derſtandings with their dark images, with which- 
they would be ger to take up their ſatisfac- 
tion. 
But finners my nevertheleſs be deltec to 
this bleſſed communication, if they come as peni- 
tent publicans, ſupplicating for the grace from 
which they ſee they are fallen by their crimes; con- 
demning themſelves for the ſame, and renouncing 
themſelves at the feet of the Creator and Redeem- 
er Jeſus Chriſt. 
10. Confidering che third claſs; viz. good 
| chriſtians, and members united to the Son of God, 
we enter into the ſame rights, that he has to pre- 
ſeat himfelf to his Father; to converſe famillarly 
with him; to ſpeak to him, and to receive his an- 
ters. 
© 11, When then 1 was afſured that rejecting. 
fin, by reaſon of its hindering me by its darkneſs, - 
and becauſe of the hatred and diſdain that Ged 
has to it, I might with a humble confidence in the 
blood of his natural Son, by means of whom I 


am an N ſon, e e to the Father, 
MS. 35. TORE ans 
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and improve. my unlearned ſpirit at the imperial” 
court; and that I might be admitted to converle: 


with him; 1 then. ſet about conſidering the ſub- 


jects. proper to employ myſelf with God; fearing 
that if I preſented myſelf before his eyes, without 
being well agreed with him, that I ſhould either 
remain dumb with ſhame before ſo great a power 
or be obliged to entertain him with ſuch ruſtick, 
ſimple diſcourſes, as were unbecoming his dignity. 
I went then to ſeek my leflion in my ſcriptural di- 
rectory, where, upon the opening of a leaf in the. 
Revelations, I found what I wanted, “ a book 
written within and without. 

12. This little book, without, repreſented to 
me the Creator; and within, the Redeemer. 
When I ſaw. this, I wanted no other book; I im» 
wediately took my ſhepherd's crook, and” follow - 
ing my flocks in the paſtures, I ſaid to myſelf, I 
need no other, light to read the outſide of this 
book, but the ſun; which, diſcoyering to me 
this great world, makes me ſee the wonderful 
footſteps of the perfections of God; and as to the 
iofide of the book, I need no other light than the 
light of faith z which, | diſcovering Jeſus Chriſt to 


my. ſoul, makes me ſee the remarkable. fruits of 


his glorious excellencies, ſuch as. goodneſs, Jove 
and mercy, with all the, virtues Which! ne divinely 
practiſed. 

13. And being thus far ſo well inſtructed, 
there remained, nothing, more than to know, to 


hich of the three divine Perſons, T ought to 


pr eſent 
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preſent myſelf; and in what manner JI ought to 
begin - I immediately went to ſearch in the book 
of my ſovereign Director, and, obſerving what 
he did, and what he taught others to do, I found 
that it was to the Eternal Father I muſt addrefs 
myſelf, as the fountain of all being, and father of 
. all light, 

Behold how Chriſt ſpake and addreſſed himſelf 
to the Father : Father, glorify thy Son ; Father, 
L thank thee ; Father, if it be poſſible, let this 
cup paſs from me; Father, forgive them; my 
Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpirit ; and 
thus he gave up the ghoſt praying to his Father. 

See alſo how he inſtructed his diſciples who aſk- 
ed him how to pray. Say, ſaid he Our Father 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” And 
in another place he ſaid, that“ er ye aſk in 
my name, he will give it you.” There remains 
then only to ſhow in what manner you ought to 
preſent yourſelf before God, 

Manner of praying 

14. In preſenting yourſelf before the Eternal 
Father, to diſcourſe with him of his proper per- 
fections, it is neceſſary to do it with very great pu 
rity of intention; which ought only to be with a 
view to know the amiable and adorable perfec- 
tions which are in him; with a deſign to praiſe, 
* glorify, honour and adore God in them; and a- 
bove all, offering yourſelf to God, to be clothed 
with ſuch a degree of the fpirit of prayer, as he 
ſees fit; whether it be accompanied with diſtrec- 
tion, dryneſs, trouble, or reſt. 15. Youn 
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15. Your intentions. being thus purified, you 
muſt then begin to diſcourſe with the Father Eter- 
nal. And in order to do this, by no means pre- 
ſent yourſelf before his eyes in your own perſon; 
nor ſpeak to him in your own name. 

You muſt be introduced to God under theſe 
three titles : 7: RE 

I. In the perſon of his 8on. 

II. In the ſpirit of his Son. 

III. In the truth of his Son. ___. | 
Firſt, in the perſon of his Son. Becauſe we 

have no right to approach the Father, but by him, 
and being clothed with him. Behold a beautiful 
figure we have of this in the ſcripture : Jacob de- 
firing tho bleſfing from his father Iſaac, durſt not 
approach him without being covered with his 
brother Eſau's garments, who had yielded up his- 
right to him, and through favour of the ſmell and 
perfume thereof; he obtained the bleſſing from 
his Father. Is not this What St. Paul meant, 
when he faid, „ Put ye on the Lord Jeſus 
16. We muſt then preſent ourſelves to the 
Father in the name and perſon of the Son. And 
if he aſks who.we are, we muſt anſwer, without 
fear of lying, after the example of Jacob, Who 
ſaid to his father, I,am thy ſon Eſau, we belong 


do thy Son: Tis he that lives and ſpeaks in us, 


with which God is well pleaſed ; for the offering 
vp of his incarnate-Son, for the-love:and ſalvation? 
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of men, is an offering ſo agreeable and acceptable 
in his eyes, that it cannot be refuſed ; and there 


is nothing that the voice of Chriſt's blood aſks of 
his Father that can be denied. 


Thus coming to appear before God, t to Lok, 


to and diſcourſe with him, we muſt call to mind 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt z and being ſo near us, we 
muſt give him our polluted being, ſins and vile - 
neſs z and ſheltering ourſelves in his perſon, and 
bans united there, as members of the body to 
their head, we are hereby qualified to the ſame 
right as he has to hold communion with the 


Father; and thus in his name, and covered with 


his garments, the Father cannot reject us, | 
17. When we come to the Father in this man» 
'ner, he does not look upon, nor hear us, vile and 
unworthy as we are in ourſelves z but looks upon, 


and hears his own Son who is in us; to whom we 


have ſubmitted and refigned up ourſelves, that we 


_ might be transformed into him,-and be put in full 


poſſeſſion of his perſon; and conformed to his will, 
- We muſt then appropriate. and clothe, ourſelves 
with the perſon and merits of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
our own, nor. our own ſufficiency, to have audi- 


ence with our heavenly. Father; * the you: bas 13 


merited it for us. 
II. The Spirit of his Son. | N 
18. In the ſecond place we muſt come bete 


the Father, in the ſpirit. of his Son. This the 


Son bimfelf, as a good director, taught the 8a- 


maritan woman, ſaying, n ths. true worſhippers 


_ muſt 


— 


* 


er learn to keep 


- 
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muſt worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. Our 
ewn ſpirit is too ſteſhly and diſproportioned to 
God, to carry on an intercourſe with him, as we 

ought to do by our fatural thoughts and diſcourſ- 

es; ſince, as St. Paul fays We are not ſufficient 
of ourſelyes to think a good thought; but that 
© all our ſufficiency'is of God.“ To have inter- 


courſe with God, we need a divine ſpirit, to form, 


in our underſtandings, thoughts worthy of him; 
and in order to have a divine ſpirit, we muſt re- 
nounce the baſenefs of our own ſtudied diſcourſ- 
es, and ask of Jeſus Chrift, that holy, divine, and 
eloquent Spirit, with which, while here on earth, 
he himſelf addreſſed his Father. It is not neceſ- 
ſary to know whether we have this ſpirit before 
we begin; it ſuffices that we give up ourſelves to 
it in faith and fimplicity, that it may poſſeſs and 


conduct us according to its own operations. 


III. The 


* Many have been the diſputes, whether we ought to know 

if we have the ſpirit of God or not, before we begin to pray . 
but there is no occaſion to diſpute about it; becauſe the dif- 
ferent diſpenſations, ſouls are under, make a material differ- 
ence in this and many ſuch caſes, Sd that it is as fooliſh to 


= down one rule for all, as it is to make clothes for people 


various fizes, by one meaſure. What the Shepherd fays is 
right, and is gbod advice; but, that he may not be miſunder- 
ſtood, take notice, he is ſpeaking of beginners in chriſtianity., 
For it is a matter of fact, chriſtians ought to preſs forward to 
that Rate, where they, may come to know when they are called 
of God to pray, and when to be ſtill ; and a great privilege it 
is. But, as I ſaid before, the different diſpenfations, ſouls are 


under, make a difference in the rule; ſo that he that goes to 


ray, before he knows he has the ſpirit, and he that does not 
o it, till he Knows he has the ſpirit, may both be right, and in 
their places and ought not to judge one of another; but rath- _ 
the ugity- of the ſpirit in the bond-of peace?” 
/ * 


_ 
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All. The truth of the Son. | | 

19. We muſt worſhip God in truth, and 3 
clothed with the Spirit of faith and truth; And. 
we are then clothed with it when we contemp- 
late a myftery or ſome divine perfection, not ac 
.cording to our natural underſtanding of it, which, 
is too low and baſe, and no ways proportioned to. 
it, but as the myſtery or perfection is in itſelf, and 
according to its own: dignity and merit as it ap- 

pears in the light of faith; in which light we are 
clothed with truth; and ſo contemplate theſe 
things, not by natural or human ideas, but as they 

Appear in themſelves in Spirit and in truth. 

20. And now behold how the ſoul is raiſed to 
worſhip and adore God. The underſtanding be- 
ing elothed with the. Spirit, and with true light of 
the Son of God, which is faith, it is ſweetly drawn 
£0 meditate ; and conſidering ſome of the vir- 
tues, properties, and excellencies of God, in per- 
'FeCtions of his nature, ſuch as AGF beauty, 
poper, wiſdom, love, purity, glory, &c. it finds 
ſome one of theſe faſten upon it more ſtrongly 
than the reſt: Then the ſoul Mdps to contemp- 
late it with admiration. And this one may call 
contemplation, where . the underſtanding is taken, 
up with admiring the perfections of God, with 
out noiſe or diſturbance, Laſtly, the affectionate 
power of the. lol, which is the will, makes uſe, 
of this enlightened under landing ; and, aſſiſted 
by it, as a ray of light, ſhe gains a happy paſſage 
* entrance into cheſe divine perfection dien 


© the 


— ne — — 
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me underſtands and contemplates; where, being 


introduced, the will proceeds to perform its part, 


rendering homage to theſe perfections which ſhe 


adores in her Creator, where, being, as ſaid be- 
fore, entered in by affection, ſhe ſees herſelf clothe 
ed and partaker of theſe divine qualities, 2 Cor - 
rinthians iii. 18, And moreover, perceiving them 


flowing from God, like the ſun beams, upon the 


whole creation, ſhe follows the ſame; ſo that ſhe 


adores theſe glorious perfections as they appear in 


God himſelf, and alſo as they appear out of him 
in all his works : And by this means finds the 


glory of God covering the earth alſo ; the crea» | 


tures themſelves aſſiſting ſuch a ſoul. 
21. Alſo in like manner meditating upon the 


virtues and natural and ſupernatural perfeCtions _ 
of the humanity of Jeſus Thrift; paſſing into and 
being clothed with them, we adore them in him, 


and out of him, as in his ehildren in whoſe hearts 


ke is formed. In this laſt action and happy paſ- 


ſage of the will conſiſts true prayer. And this. is 
truly to worſhip God i in the perions Lens: Spirit, 


and in the truth of his Son. 


22. And if, for your ſpiritual ſatsfaQion, you 


deſire to know practically the Spirit with which 


the Son adored and prayed, and addreſſed his 


Father, behold him in his agony praying in the 
garden; and I am perſuaded you will ſee in your, . 
directory how you ought to be covered with this 


Spirit in your prayers. When he'was'in ſorrow, 


through the fight of hiyenemics, his torments. and 


* 
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is death, his Spirit entered into the virtue of pas 
tience; with which he covered himſelf, and the 
more ſo as the trouble of his ſenſes ſeemed to in- 
creaſe If ſuch things happen to you, enter into 
and :ſeek to be covered with the ſame Spirit. 
When Chriſt was refuſed his.requeſt, he clothed 
himſelf with the ſpirit of humiliation and reſigna- 
tion, in which he remained before his Father. 
When he was comforted by an angel, he entered 
into and clothed himſelf with the ſpirit of juſtice, 
and righteouſneſs; making uſe of this conſolation 
only for the end for which it was given, that he 
might be ſtrengthened On. to endure the 
crots, 
23. Above all take card to remain in that atu · 
ation conformable to the ſpirit with which you 
may perceive yourfelt clothed, whether it be hu- 
mility, ſufferings, joy, ſadneſs, love, or whatever 
elſe it may be, by being conformed to. the divine 
vill. Thus Jeſus Chriſt remained in the ſituation 
conformable to the ſpirit which poſſeſſed him, 
whether it was joy or ſorrow, &c. and as his pure 
ſoul knew that it was God's Spirit that led him 
and directed him into theſe different eſtates, he 
reſignedly ſubmitted himſelf unto the ſame, ador- 
ing this Spirit of. God in him, however rigorous 
a director it ſeemed to be, by renouncing his own 


: will and conformiog himſclf to the will of his ALF 


"ms Imitate then Jeſus Chriſt, ſince he is che ſo». 


vereign director and leader of ſouls, and you 
E hs (hart 
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ſhall be aſſured to have the true ſpirit of prayer, 

and you will not be unhappy with any thing by 
which you may be proved and tried; on the con- 
trary, all things ſhall work together for your 
good ; and you will alſo come to enjoy thoſe 
lights and underſtandings which you have admir- 
ed in me, without having confidered that it is not | 
our own induſtry, but the alone perſon and Spir- 
it of the Son of God, which merits for us this 
.grace, and familiar acceſs to the Father of lights. 

p p pp — 
CONVERSATION V. 


A+ Of the laſt judgment. 3. How God will be * 
rified therein ; and how dgſirable it is to theſe whe 
purely love God. 8. The wonder of that day. 
17. The loft and fall go wonders of the ſame 
day. | 


 HarerNiNG about this time to 
meet with a prophecy of the world's being near at 
an end, I ſhewed it to our ſhepherd ; who, having 

heard it read, ſhewed in his countenance and ac- 
tions an extraordinary joy, ſaying ſoftly to him- 
| ſieelf, whilſt I was reading it, O that it was this 

day ! O that it was this day | which made me af 
him when I had done, why he did not weep and 
tremble, inſtead of rejoicing, ſeeing that the great- 
eſt chriſtians have dreaded the laſt day, becauſe of 
the general judgment that. then will be; where 
chere will be no more place for mercy ? To which 
ms nde n mc an e ſo excellent and elevated, 

and 


* 


— 


— 
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Ia ad alfo fo ſenfible and eee chat it will re» 


main in my heart, as s long as I live, as matter of- 


4 aftoniſhment. 


2. He told me, that thoſe chriſtians who dread-- 
ed that day, being excited only with a ſelf inter- 
eſted love, concerning thoſe that were loſt, among 
which number they did not know but they might 
1) be included, which made them only reflect upon 
_ the ſeverity of the Judge, and che miſery of the 
wicked, But as for me, faid the Shepherd, re- 
© nouncing the intereſt that my ſelf love might cauſe 
me to take, either in their loſs or mine, I eſpouſe 
imply the intereſts of the Judge, and the great 
advantages that he and his elect will obraia in that 
day ; I think 1 ſhould have no love for this juſt 
aud lovely Judge, if I did not deſire, yea, paſſion- 
ately deſire that day, in which all his defires wed 
be accompliſhed upon angels and men.- 

3. J tell you, moreover, that this ſecond com- 
ing of the Redecmer ought to be in ſeme ſort 
more earneſtly deſired, than his firſt was by the 
fiints of old, for the great advantages that this 
| ſecond coming has beyond the firſt, In the firſt - 
coming, it appeared that the Son of God had laid 
aſide his dignity andiglory, as St. Paul ſays, lle 
emptied himſelf, taking upon him the form of 4 
ſervant.” It appeared alſo, that he had regounced - 
his great riches, entering into our poverty, and 
covering himſelf with the ſhame and confuſion of 
ſinners; and what is yet more, he really denied 
e ſpace of thirty 1 yard that he live ' 
N 
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ed in this world, of that glory which his ſuperl⸗ F 
our nature, both ſoul and body might juſtly claim, 
by virtue of the union and indiſſoluble marriage 
of his humanity with the glorious Word. On 
the contrary, in the ſecond coming, he will appear 
in full poſſeſſion of the double glory both of ſoul 
and body, no more covered with the filth of ſin- 
ners, or the infirmities of this mortal life; but per- 
fectly living and reigning in his proper majeſty, 
| glory; power, and' authority of God his Father. 

4. In his firſt coming, he came only for men, 
to be judged by them, and to ſubmit to all the 
figour of their unjuſt judgments to his ſorrow: 
But in his ſecond coming, ke will come for him- 
ſelf, and preſent himſelt to all men and angels, to 
de their judge, aud his judgment of them will be 
for the ſetting oif and mann of his own hone 
our and glory, | es 

5. And not only fo, but ! have this further to 
fay; that as: we are by command obligated to love 
Jeſus Chriſt more than ourſelves, under the dou- 
ble title of Creator and Redeemer, and to prefer 
his intereſts te ours, we ought to love his ſecond 
coming with a very particular love,  fince all the 
intereſts and glory of 195 Chriſt our GELS 
is contained in it, 

6. If you knew, ſaid che Shepherd, the. oe 
ous actions that will be wrought in that day, you 
would deſire it as much as I. And would to 
God that all men in the world, and eſpecially 
mene ane” mipiſters, had but the leaſt knowl» 

edge. | 


4 
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| ſedge of it, which his great coadneſe has beſtowed 


on me Then they would have no meditation 


in their hearts more ſweet than that day. Bur 
T believe that the divine wiſdom hides theſe things: 
from the wiſe of the world, who are blind in their 
own natural underſtaadings, to reveal them to 
the molt ſimple and ordinary n ſuch as 
myſelf. 

7. Theſe abrupt words gave me rhe ſtrongeſt 
deſires to know the Shepherd's particular thoughts 
concerning the day of judgment; and having pre- 


vailed with himto communicate to me the diſcov- 


eries that God had given him, of which I hoped 
to make a good uſe, he made me fit down by him 
upon the ground, and taking hold of me with one 


hand, and pulling off his hat with the other, that 


he tight ſpeak of this myſtery with more reſpect, 
ke begun in the following manner to declare the 
order of that day's glorious tranſactions, ſo much 


| dtcaded by the world, and ſo much deſired: by 


himſelf. 
8: Firſt; our Lord In Chriſt will i 
' Kimſelt to men, angels, and devils, to be acknowl- 
elged as their univerſal Judge, as well thoſe who 
ſhall be on earth at his coming, as thoſe whoſe 


bedies have been buried from the firſt creation oF 


the world. The devils will not acknowledge him 


with-good will, but by force. The angels will do 
it with joy. The wicked will be found in the re» 


bellion of devils; and the elect in the ſubmiſſion 

of angels. N Tritt then even row ta theſe ; 
l 6 a and 

. 1 \ = 
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and icmagine to yourſelf that Jeſus Chriſt preſeats. 


himſelf to you, to be acknowledged the Judge of 
the univerſe; join yourſelf to him, and, entering. 
into his zeal and inclinations, and eſpouſing his. 
intereſts, proteſt to give the blow where he will 
give it, to deſtroy what he will deſtroy, and to 
e to what he inelines to. 

9. Secondly, he will deſtroy; the old world: 
of Adam; at leaſt, every thing that had. ſerved: 
to his corruption ſhall be then changed. New. 
heavens, new earth, new ſun, new moe. © Be- 
hold, ſaid he, I make all things new. 

Let your zeal then be joined to his, give mat: 
ICTs and all that is impure in this world of 
Adam; and immediately renounce thoſe things 
which mankind-and yourſelf have made uſe. of 
to offend him; fince God will n W 
them. 

10. Thirdly, 8 defiroyed and per- 


fected the old world, he will deſtroy in us all the 


diſorders of Adam, which is the old man. Give. 
yourſelt then, even this. hour, into bis Almighty 
hands; and, being of one mind with him, full of 
a juſt anger againſt all thoſe diſorders that he and 
you know to be in yourfelf, and that he will de- 
ſtroy in the laſt day; begin now in his ſtrength. to 
join in this deſtruction, before it is too late g; and 
this is to deſtroy the 1:ingdom of Adam. 

He will deſtroy the dominion alſo, that; ult 
then; the devil hath . had upon the elect, by the 

fia of Adam, and. the. corruption that was: born. 
ec. | | He. 


. 
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Ne wht” alto; deftroy the power of the fleſh, 


jnfomuch that the Spirit will from thenceforth 
begin its reign and dominion over the fleſh. Seck 


then from this very hour, that this dominion 
may begin over the fleſh ; and if it ſeems difficult, 


apply yourſelf to Jeſus Chriſt by faith, that fo, 
being fortified by his Spirit, you may at leaft 
diſallow of the dominion of ſenſe, and not give- 
up your liberty to it. 

He will deſtroy the dominion of death, which 


Kegan almoſt as early as the world, and life will 


then begin, never to end, as well over the repro- 


bate as the elect ; the bodies ſhall then be united 


to che ſouls, to which they were, formerly com- 


panions; though with this difference, that thoſe - 
whom God hath taken their lives away in his juſ- 


tice, will have them reftored in the ſame juſtice ; 


but thoſe whoſe lives were taken away, and their 
fins with their lives, ia mercy, in the ſame mercy, . 
God will. give them his grace and glory, with that 


eternal incorruptible life which is himſelf. 


11. But forget hot to remark, and to adore ia 


| Jeſus Chriſt that fountain from whence he draw 
bis life, out of the abundance and fullneſs of 


which he recovers the whole univerſe from death, 


and eſtabliſhes in it a life that is permanent and 
eternal. The fountain of-this world's light is the 


boſom of the ſun ; and the fountain or ſource f 


the life of Jeſus Chriſt is the boſom of the Father, 
from whence he receives the eternal eſſenge as his 


life ; ſo that, by * forth a ray * his eters 


val. 


as his own. 
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nal life into the dead, he cauſes them to live in- 
him and by him; and Chriſt, being inſparable- 
from the Father, by this means will cauſe them to 
live by him to the Father: For this reaſon. he 
calls himſelf “the reſurrection and the life.“ And 
St. Paul alſo teaches the ſame thing, ſaying, * For 
we are dead, but our. life is hid with Chriſt in 
God ; and when Chriſt who is our life ſhall ap- 
pear, we ſhall appear with him in glory ;” that 
is, this ſon, this eternal life will, by infuſing and 
communicating his life in us, make us like him- 
ſelf ; and we ſhall, by this means, poſſels a life 
which proceeds from the ſame ſource or fountain 
12. Who then in the leaſt degree can love 
Jeſus Chriſt, and not wiſh for this diy, in whiel 
he will have the ſatisfaction to ſee Chriſt's life 
reign over death? Let us then adore, every day, 
that life in Jeſus Chrift, by which he will quicken 
the whole univerſe. For my part, faid the Shep- 


| Herd, after having adored this divine life, which 


will reign over death, I renounce mine entirely 


as a life that is. not worth naming ; and I pray my 
Redeemer and Judge to take away from me alt 


diſorderly affection that I may find to this living 
death, or dying lite, giving myſelf up to him to 
enter now in fome meaſure into that new life never 
to be interrupted by death, in which I begin the firſt 
aQ of my eternal adoration oe: [ deſire may . 
be interrupted; 

13. Chriſt, having. reſtdred life to all the dead. 
be. will give ſentence of icondemnation and fal- 
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vation reſpectively to angels, men, and devils. He 
will confirm the angels in their happineſs, and de- 


vils in the 15 miſery; he will alſo give to the wickx- 


ed an everlaſting dying life, and to the predeſtinate 
an eternally living, flouriſhing life. 
14. Conſidering that this is the caſe, I adore' with 


all my heart the ſentence that will proceed from 


the mouth of my Judge and Redeemer concern- 
ing myſelf; and loving him more than myſelf, if 
he gets glory by my condemnation, I will from 
this moment ' adore his judgment, and reagunee 
my own proper glory and-conteatment, that may 


be ſwallowed up in bis good pleaſure ; at the ſame 
dime, nevertheleſs, eren all, my figs and of+ 


fences. 


15. Moreover I add, that in the laſt day Jeſus 


5 Chriſt will accompliſh all the defires of men, an- 
gels, and devils, whether elect or reprobate. The 


deſire of angels is to ſee tfeir places filled, their 
ſociety increaſed, and the empire of the Redeeme 


er made Pay which will all be done in that 
. 

The devils, who have 8 defired. A full 0 
minion. over man, will have it then eſtabliſhed 
over all the reprobate, O dreadful dominion, 
like unte that which Chriſt. once gave them over 


A lunatick, whom they threw ſometimes in the fire, 


and ſometimes in the water, | Dar 
The wicked, whilſt in this life, always. "Jefired 
the fleth, the world, and filthy lucre 3 and as they 


io this world defired and poſſeſſed theſe, things in 
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a diſorderly, and finful manner, contrary to the 


will of God; ſo in the next world they will be 
- furrounded in a diſorderly miſerable manner with 


the ſhadows and pictures of thoſe things which 
they luſted after, which will be a part of their 
miſery z and in this manner they will have theic . 


deſires accompliſhed, 


The elect children of God will, in that day alſo,. - 
have all their deſires accompliſhed, which they 


could not have in this world. They will then 


find in Jeſus Chriſt the moſt perfect joys and de- 
lights that they are capable of, both in ſoul and 
body, ſuitable to their glorified ſtate ; and this in 
the higheſt degree that can be. 80 God will fub. 
fil all their deſires. 

16. Judge, reader, if this diſcourſe of the 
Shepherd's, relating to the laſt judgment was not 


enough to ſarisfy a more advanced perſon than: 


myſelf i in religion, that he had received by. learns: 
ing from the Spirit of God. 1 | 

17. As ſoon as he had ended the en dif- | 
courſe he made a long pauſe, remaining filent and 
wraptup in thought. As I imagined he had done 
I was interrupting him, in order to aſk ſome oth- 


er queſtion, that came into my mind; but he took 


me ſuddenly by the hand, and ſaid, Seftly, ſoftly, 
All that I have yet ſaid 
may be conceived of by a human ſpirit 3. but what 
remains to ſay, cannot be known by any but the 
Redeemer, the gon of the Eternal Father, and 
wa to Yun the Father hath revealed it. Re- 

ceive 


- 


ceive it then from him by me, poor and deſpica- 


ble Shepherd as I am, and lay it up in ſecrecy ia 


your heart, and reveal it not, unleſs the on of 
God meves and calls you to do it, 


Behold then. what the Shepherd further ſaid to 


me in purſuing his diſcourſe, which the reader 
will judge to be a ſecret drawn from the ſame bo- 


ſom, from whence the beloved John obtained 


thoſe ſecrets which. we have recorded in the 
myſtical book of the Revelations. 

18. In the laſt day the Son of God, in the cha- 
racter of the Son, Redeemer, and Judge, will ac- 
compliſh all the defires of his Father, - . 


The firſt and ſtrongeſt deſire that the Father 


ever had was this; to eſtabliſh his own being, eſ- 


Fence and glorious nature in his Son, which he 


did, in begetting him by an internal action, in 
which he infuſed or communicated his own bright, 
luminous nature into him, as the ſun does in be- 
getting the light, This was the firſt divine com- 
- munication, which was accompanied with a ſec- 
ond, viz.:the production which the Father made 
with the Son of the perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, 
19. The ſecond deſire of God the Father was 


to communicate himſelf outwardly in the creatures 
by means of his Son, who was as a bridge for 
lim to paſs, and eſtabliſh his natural image in 


them, like the ſun, which by means of the light, 


as a bridge, doth” com municate itſelt here below 


upon the earth; and this St. John has divinely 
Aken notice of, where he ſays, The Father 
| nade 
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made all things by the Word, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.“ | 
20. As then by the creation, which was the 
firſt outward action, God only communicated and 
eſtabliſned his natural image in the creatures, by 
his word the Son, and not his glorious divine im- 
age as it is in the Son; there remains his third 
and laſt deſtre, which is to eftabliſh his glorious 
image, or divine nature in them, ſo far as they 
are capable of receiving it; and this will be his 
final outward action, which conſequently will alſo 
be by Jeſus Chriſt, by whom God eſtabliſhed his 


natural image in all things. | 
21. And I fay, that this laſt defire of the Fath- 

er ought not to be accomplifhed'by any one but 

his Son who is God and man; firſt, becauſe he is 

his Son, and again, becauſe he has merited it by 

his humiliation. I will explain it to you. Jeſus. 
Chriſt, conſidered as God, and the Son of God, | 
being as powerful as bis Father, and alſo maſter, 

of himſelf, he might, according to his own good | 

pleaſure, exerciſe his independent unereated na- 

ture, which he received from his Father in eter- 

nity ; and not only ſo, but had an equal right to 

uſe or exerciſe as he pleaſed, his created nature 

or being, which he received from the virgia Mary, 
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| by a temporal birth* 13 hh 
| 4 1 0 oh | But 7 
This deep rewark of the Shepherd's is dbundandly./con- 

emed by the following texts from Chriſt's on mouth. 


„Therefore doth my Father love me, beeauſe I lay down my 
life that T-might take it again, No man taketh it from me, 


pp” 


The SERAPHICAL SHEPHERD. 'Gr 


But this he never would do, in any other man- 
ner than what was according to the mind of the 
Father, being always ſubmitted to his will, even to 
the emptying himſelt of all his glory. This is the 
reaſon why, in the laſt day, when the deſire of the 
Father will be accompliſhed over all the works of 
his hands, that Chriſt will be appointed Judge 
-of his own proper intereſts, as alſo thoſe of all 


creatures, in whom the Father, communicating 


his divine and glorious nature, by his Son, and 
with his Son, will ſo powerfully ſeal and impreſs 

upon them this his divine nature, that he vill alſo 
An and through his Son eſtabliſh his dominion and 
:reign over them to all eternity. 


22. And take notice, that Jeſus Chriſt will in 


"ſuch a manner eſtabliſh the glory of his Father 
in all creatures, that they will change nothing of 
their own natural or fpecifical conſtitution, “ but 
will receive from him a glory that will add unto 

them a ſupernatural elevated degree of very high 
dignities and divine communications. As thus: 

_ He will eſtabliſh his glory in heaven, in the 
ſun, the moon, and ſtars ; their natural clearnefs 


wall be e heightened by 'the light and 


luſtre | 


but 1 lay it al of myſelf: : I have power to "OF it dawn, and 
I have 3 to take it again. This e have 1 fereße xn 5 


of my Father?” John x. 17. 18. 
This remark of the Shepherds, with his following expla- 


nation of his meaning, may perhaps be no deſpicable comment 


upon the following text: viz. © Nevertheleſs we, according to 
_ romiſe, look for new heavens, and a new earth, wherein 
leth W 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
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luſtre of God, which will be put upon them by 
Jeſus Chriſt. 
He will eſtabliſh his N in the earth, chang: 
ing its dark quality into a tranſparent clearneſs 
without deſtroying its nature of earth. | | 
He will eſtabliſh his glory in our bodies inthe 
fame maaner ; and, by other gifts and glorious 


qualitics, will raiſe and refine the ſenſes and or- 


gans thereof to a very high degree of delicacy or 
dpicituality, beyond what they are here on earth. 

_. He will eftabliſh-the glory of God in our ſouls, 
infuſing and communicating his own glorious 
light, for the glorious light of the Father which is 


in him, into the ſun of our underſtandings; by 


which joining or addition of glory, our ſouls-will 
be highly ennobled and eee into his like- 
neſs. 

He will.eſtabliſh bis EY in our wills, which 
may be called the mothers of love; and without 
changing their nature, will, by applying or unit- 
ing his glorious love, or the glory of his love to 
ours, cauſe our love to be raiſed to a degree of 
height and per! fection, as much above our preſent 
Nate, as the glory and perfection of God is above 
the nature of man. 

In a word, che Son being made Judge of the 
Intereſts of his Father, after having conſidered the 
cafe and ſtate of each creature, he will judge in 
chat degree of glory the glorious kingdom of his 
Father. is proper to be eſtabliſhed and confirmed | 


an gach N of them. bb 
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23. Another ſecret is, that Jeſus Chriſt will 
have juſtice done to all his myſteries which he hath. 
wrought for man when he was on earth; they 
will be as ſweetly, horourably and gloriouſly diſ- 
played in the, redeemed ſouls in heaven, as they 
were dolefully and ignominiouſly diſplayed in, his 
humanity on earth; not having ever been perfect- 
ly and clearly known ot men, who always, in this 
life, are ignorant of many things, notwithſtanding: 
whatever hath-been ſpoken, or wr ruten, or conceiv- 
ed by any one. 

Put in that day, juſtice will be done to cheſe 
myſteries; for he will perfectly diſplay all the 
wonders and ſecrets of the ſame; in his concep- 
tion and birth; and the actions of his infancy, 
which are unknown; alſo the myſtery of his be- 
ing nine months in the womb; his paſſion; his 
ſorrows; the thoughts that he had ok us in his 
agony in the gardena and upon the croſs. All 
theſe things, I repeat again, demand juſtice ; and 
- juſtice will be done to them in that day by Jeſus 
- Chriſt, who will diſplay them highly and ſweetly 
in the ſpirits ot ·hĩs elect; but not to the reprobate, 
to whom they profit not, * is cauſed by their 
own fault. 

24. Who would not wiſh for and defire ar 

day, that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fince i it will 

be ſo much to his glory? It is for this reafon, ſaid - 

the Shepherd, I defire it even now; I love and 

adore it, and all that will be done in it, was it 

cvxen to my own diſadvantage, ſince it will be to 
| the 
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the glory of the Father Creator, the Son Redeem - 
er, the Holy Spirit the Santifier, and of all the 
moſt holy Trinity. I therefore charge and ad- 
jure the heavens, the earth, the ſun, the moon, 
the ſtars, and all creatures to haſten to receive in. 
them the glorious image, or nature of the Crea- 
tor, by the hands of the Son Redeemer, and to 
make no.refiſtance againſt theſe glorious impreſ- 
fons. I will give all diligence, ſaid the Shepherd, 
to eſtabliſh ſo ſtrongly in myſelf and all others, 
the moſt holy and adorable myſteries of my re- 
demption, graciouſiy wrought out by my redeem- 
er ; that, was to riſe a fingle doubt of any ot them, 
or the leaft thought to the prejudice of the honour 
and glory that is due to them, I would upon tha 
ſpot immediately condemn i it as a capital enemy to 
the glory of my Redeemer, whom I revere and 
adore, as the only Judge of the intereſts. of his 
Father, of his own, of mine, and alſo of all his 
_ ele, whether angels or men. Amen, FHallelu- 
jah. | 


CONCLUSION. 


-- Beni ties the French original. The au- 
thox, I ſuppoſe, not thinking it material to men- 
tion the particulars of his parting with this extra- 
ordinary Shepherd z nor indeed is it of any great 
canſequencg. It is more for our profit, that the 

F 5 Shepherd 
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Shepherd ſhould. ſlip away, and leave us in the 
contemplation of what ſo much fired his heart 
wirh adoration and en viz. the pertains of 
God. 

And now, 8 give me a 10 addrefs 4 
few. words to thee, by way of e tl to „the 
foregoing converfations; 

'The ſcriptures: abundantly declare, the” ood 
plonlitre of God, in chookng .the fooliſh things of 
this world to confound the wiſe, And his deſign 
therein is, that no fleſh thouldglory in his preſence. 
Thou ſeeſt in this Shepherd the very eflentials of 
true religion, namely, faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, aſpiring in the flame of pure love to God. 
How beautifub is it, when the light of. faith and 
the heat of love take place in the heart of man! 
Where this is the caſe, it is of very little conſe- 
quence what the caſket is, that contains this pre- 
eious jewel; I mean the outword mode or form 
of worſhip. For St. Paul has informed us that, 
In Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumeiſion availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumeiſion; but faith worketh by 
love. According as this precious, living, oppera- 
tive faith increaſes, the image of God is increaſed 
in the ſoul of man; and be aſſured, this is the 
very kernel, marrow, and glory of the religion of 
Jeſus; for the very end and intent of the Father, 
Word, and Spirit, in creating, redeeming, regen- 
erating, and glorifying man, is, that we might be 
conformed to the image of his Son z that ſo in him 
we might forever appear in his 1 and be 
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filled with all the fulneſs of God. Oh the deptix 
of the riches of the grace and love of God! 
Where ſin hath abounded, grate hath much more 
abounded: That as fin hath. reigned unto death, 
even ſo might grace reign, through righteouſneſt, 
unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to 

whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, the 
perfection of all beauty and goodneſs, be honour, 
and glory; and praiſe, for ever and ever... Amen. 
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Labs 


on the. Light and Influence of the Sun. 


Ty What a diſplay of wiſdom, love, and pow- 
er is here ! How cheering and amazing is this pro- 
fuſion of light, which, ſtreaming all around, re- 
vives the whole creation! How magnificently 
has the Pſalmeſt deſcribed the appearance of his 
wonderful planet, in the following words] Which 
is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to run a race. His 
! going ſorth is from the end of the heaven, and 
his circuit unte the bounds of it; and there is 
| nothing hid from the heat thereof, Surely, this - 
points at and may be equally applied to that glori- 
dus Son of righteouſneſs, that living word of 
God, by whom all things were made, and of whom 
the apoſtle ſaith, Neither is there any creature 
- that'is not manifeſt in his fight ; but all things are 
naked and open to the eyes. K.. him with whom 
we have to do, Heb. iv. 13. * 

"If it is ſo cheering to ſec ths beauties of en 


is the light 0 of the material Er. . * N 
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to ee every thing in the light of this glorious* 
a Word, whoſe light and heat extends ſpirituallyx 
| to every thing, in the ſame manner, as the light 
| and heat of the ſun does naturally. It is the: 
| king's image ſtampt upon gold, ſilver, and copper 
| that' makes their different monies current; and 
though different in value, they all alike bear his 
image and ſuperfcription. So are all 'wondrous- 
works of God by Chriſt, the living Word, ſtampt 
with his image and ſuperſcriptiom; and which is- 
experimentally manifeſt and plain to ſuch who 
walk in the communion of this fountain of life, 
and in his light ſce light: To ſouls that not only 
talk, but do indeed walk in this light, the myſtery 
of godlineſs appears to them as filling all the works 
ot God's hands; and they learn to call no longer 
thoſe things common, which God hath cleanſed, - 
To ſuch ſouls as thefe, each bud and bloſſom, 
fruit and flower, &c. diſplays the glories and 
myſtefics of the Father, Word, and Spirit, in ſuck _ 
a manner, as makes them think the world itſelf 
a-ſacred temple, and all the various particulars 
of it, as ſo many divine touches of thoſe golden 
\ - harps, that in the ſweeteſt ſtrains of heavenly mu- 
ck reſound continually the captivating beauties - 
and perfeftions of Father, Ward, and Spirit, the - 
ever adorable Jehovah. © vt 
How true it may be Tad of Tach fouls'as theſe, ; 
that their teachers are no longer hid in a corner. 


; Jeſus > the power of his reſurrection, goes on. 
E and to leaven more N more; and lik“ 
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69 
zrifing tide appears as ready to overflow the earth 
with a ſecond flood, not of death, but of life ;. 
and; if I may ſo call it, the new:wine of love and. 
glory. When the living Word of God is mani» 
feſted in his works, then every work of God be- 
comes à word of God, to all who have ſpiritual: 
cars to hear, and ſpiritual hearts to underſtand, 

Glory be to thee, O Jefus ! who by death hath- 
rent the-vail, that thy little ones might know the 
myſteries of the kingdom of thy grace, and love, 
and glory. Thy kiogdom is an everlaſting. 
kingdom, and of the increaſe of thy government 
and peace there ſhall be no end,” Glory be unto- 
thee, O Lord“ Bleſſed are all they who are not 
offended in thee ! O Lord, thou knoweſt all 
things, thou knoweſt that I love thee z and well I 
may ; tor, O Lord, how great is thy goodneſs, 
and how great is thy bounty.! Both heaven aun 
e is full of thy glory.” 5 


er THE Sun. 


On a Roſe Seed... 


W no would think that this little ſeed 
mould contain in itſelf a roſe: buſh, with all its 
branches and leaves; as alſo many beautiful erim- 
ion roſes, full of Fragrance and perfume ! Indeed 
was it not that experience ſhows it, one could. 

mae credit it. Tk ſo it is; all the ways of - 
| God 
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God are marvellous and aſtoniſhing ! But olt, 


when we conſider, that“ the kingdom of heaven 


is like a grain of ſeed, ” which grows up in the 
ſoul to a tree of life and immortality ; then we 
may indeed be aſtoniſhed” at the merey, as well as 


pover of the Lord. — — | 


The roſe buſh, with all its flowers, muſt fade 
and die; but the ſoul which is born of God, is 
born of incorruptible ſred which liveth and abid- 
eth forever; and which is ſo far from decay, that 


it will improve to all eternity. Oh, bleſſed are 


all they who are born of this precious ſeed, which 


is Jeſus Chriſt | They are ſecured from all harm, 


and ſhall live in joy and bliſs with the Lord for 


ever, in the everlaſting beauties of holineſs and. - 


righteouſneſs, never to know any more ſorrow or 


grief; but ſhall eternally dwell ia that ſacred tem- 


ple or city, where God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the everlaſting light thereof; to "whom be * 
the glory evermore. 


On. a ws — 


W HAT a pretty able of bumility 
is here! Who would think this little flower, 
growing amongſt the nettles in every common 


hedge's fide, poſſeſſed fo rich a fragrance! What 
flower can toaſt a-finer-purple colour, or a ſmall 
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more exquiſite, than this modeſt beauty doth ? 
And yet ſhe feems to ſhun the crowd, and with 
her lowly head beneath the ſtature of a blade of 


graſs, ſhe mingles with the common herbage of 


the field. v | : 
 Methinks this is a picture of the humble 
_ Chriſtian, who, rich in faith and love, declines 
to ſhow himſelt to be admired; Contented with 
his Saviour's love, he does not want the praiſe 


of man. Such ſouls, like the pretty violets, 


may be oyerlaoked by the unthinking crowd; 
but they are ſeen of God. May I be ſuch a one, 
„ whoſe praiſe is not of man, but of God.“ 

Pretty purple monitor! I will love thee for 
thy humility, as well as for thy beauty; but more 
abundantly will I love thy Maker, the humble 
and the lowly Jeſus; whoſe purple ftains, the 
beauty ſpots of love, 462, a fragrance ſweet, that 
* heals my ſin fick ſoul, . 


Ah ! now I ſee the reaſon. Why 
The violet ſweet, of beauteous dye, 
Doth hide its pretty purple head, 
In every hedge's nettle bed! 

It is to tell me, Sharon's Roſe 


Has charms beyond each'flower that grows: 2 


It is again to let me ſee 
My Saviour's deep humility: 

And, by its dark and purple ſtain, 

It preaches too his death and pain. 
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Jeſus then ſhall wear the bays, 


 Lowly, meek, in all thy ways: 


Violets ſweet doth ſhow thy praiſe. 
The violet then henceforth ſhall be 
A little ſtar, to point | out thee. 
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